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DEFINITIONS OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS FOR CORRECT 
PRONUNCIATION, FOR THE VAR- 
IOUS HIGHER SCHOOLS. 



A SUPPLEMENT TO EVERY SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY.* 

BY 

KONRAD GANZENMULLER, Ph. D. 



THE IBERIAN PENINSULA. 

In the Spanish language the single vowels sound al- 
ways as given on p. 516, Journal, 1889: — 7=i in 
marine. For the most part two joined vowels are to 
be pronounced a little separated : Cape CrMs, Cape de 
la Nad, Duero , — sometimes each one is sounded: 
Bale-ares, Pity-usas. 

The consonants are much the same as in English, and 
every letter is pronounced ; but 

b between two vowels sounds like v (with which it is 
sometimes interchanged) as Cordoba, Cordova ; Habana, 
Havana ; in the beginning of a word it is to be pro- 
nounced as b (but very soft) : Bilbdd, Biscdya. 

c before consonants, and before a, o and u is like the 
English c before the same letters ; but c before e and i, 
and z before a, o and u are pronounced by the Spaniards 
in Europe nearly like the English th. Cimbre de Mul- 

* Continued from Journal, 1889, pp. 516-525. 
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ahacen. Galicid, Miircia, Barceldna, Palencla, Valencia, 
/visa, Zaragoza. 

g before consonants, and before a, o and u=g in 
girl : Segtira, Segdvla. 

j (and x) and^ before e and i sound like a "strongly 
aspirated h," as in the German word mdchen-.Jenil, Tdjo, 
Je'res de la Frontera ; Cartagena. 

gu=gw (ii very short), qu=k: Sierra Gti&darrdma, 
Giiddidna ; Guddalquivir. 

ll=z\i (in pavilion) : Malldrca, Sevilla, Valladolid. 

n—ni (in union) : Cataluna, La Coruna. 

h is mute : Mahdn, Alhdmbra. 

The names ending in a consonant are usually accented 
on the last syllable, and those ending in a vowel on the 
penultimate ; but there are some exceptions : Mont- 
serrdt, Almade'n, Lsdn, Madrid, San Sebastian, Santan- 
der, Cape Trafalgdr, Manzandres, Alcdzar, Btirgos, 
Cddiz ; Menorca, Cape Finisterra, Cape Tarlfa, Sierra 
Morena, Malade'tta ; Anddrra, Estremadiira, La Mdn- 
cha, Alicante, Grandda, Pdlma, Pamplona, Salamanca, 
Santiago, Tole'do, Cdrddva, Mdlaga. 

In Portuguese the vowels nearly always sound as in 
Italian and Spanish, and two joined vowels must be 
pronounced a little separated : Be'lra, Cdimbra. 

c before consonants, and before a, o and u is like the 
English c before the same letters ; but c before e and i, 
and f before a, o and u=s : Cintra, the A gores, Brag- 
anpa. 

£- before consonants and before a, o and u, %u before 
e and i=g (in girl) ; yu=k : Se~rra Manteque'lra. 

ch (and x as an initial letter)=sh ; / (and g before e 
and i=zh) : Serra Monchique, Tdjo. 
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s at the end of a syllable sounds like sh : Elvas, Lagos. 

lh=\i (in pavilion) : Villa-Velha de Rodao. 

nh = ni (in union) : Mlnho (in Spanish Miflo). 

Nasal sound 6 (as in the French word -.postilion) : Cape 
Sao (sdd) Vice'nte ; — A (as in Amiens) : Alem (all), 
tdjo. 

The B/ETis, as its name was in antiquity, is now the 
Guadalquivir (Wadi-al~kebif)= the great river; — 
Guadalaviar (JVadi-al-abiad) = the white river. 
The Guadiana has its Greek and Roman name with the 
Arabic prefix ; ( Wadi-Anas) the river anas. 

Algarve (in the south of Portugal) = the western 

LAND. 

Algesiras=the peninsula (this city is so named 
from its situation). — Alcantara=the bridge (so called 
after the great bridge over the Tagus, built by the 
Roman Emperor Trajan); — Almaden=the mine; — 
Alcazar (in Toledo and in Seville) = the palace. 

The country of Catalonia (formerly Gothalunid) 
takes its name after the IVest-GoTHS. — Castile was 
named after the castles, erected by the inhabitants for 
their defence against the Mauritanians. Such castles 
were first built in the north, and then also in the south 
of the Sierra Guadarrama; therefore New-Castile is 
situated southward from Old-Castile. — The name of the 
city of Burgos is probably from the same root as Ger- 
man Burg, meaning a castle. 

FRANCE. 

In French the single vowels a, e, i, (without having 
a mark of accent), sound always like the same short 
vowels in Italian ;-see Journal, vol. xxi, p. 5 16— ^= i ; and 
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most consonants have the same sound as in English ; but c 
before e and i, f before a, o and u=ss (sharp), otherwise 
k. — ch=sh. (sharp) ; —j=zh., g before e and i has the 
same sound ; g before a, o and u, and gu before e and i 
=g in girl ; qu=k. ; v= Latin v, German w. — c, d, e, es,g, 
s, t, x at the end of the syllables are mute, but often 
make the preceding vowel long : Mis (ml). 

The. principal accent is always on the final syllable. 

Garonne (gardnn), Marne, Rhone, Aries, Bayonne, 
Biarritz, Brest (t not mute), Cannes, Crecy, La Ro- 
chelle, Lille, Narbonne, Rochefort, Belfort (befor, 1 
mute). 

ie is to be pronounced as a dissyllable (cfi. Trlest) ; 
Allier (r mute), Guienne, Dieppe ; — ou=u : Adour, 
Cherbourg, Toulouse, Tours, Boulevard; e=e : Sevres ; 
— ei=e : Seine. 

d=a, ^=e, d=o : Havre de Grace; — Angoul£me ; e 
is also expressed by ai : Calais (kale), Epernay ; Aix 
(eks, x not mute) ; — Sadne (son) ; — au and eau have, 
likewise, the sound of o: Dauphine, Bordeaux; — u=u 
(German (i in Miiller, French u in parapluie) : Canal 
du Midi, Bar-le-Duc, Luneville ; — oi=6a, 6a : Loire, 
Poitiers (rs mute). 

// was formerly sounded like the Spanish 11 (li), but 
according to the modern pronunciation / is not sounded 
at all in such words : Bouillon (formerly bulyS, is now 
buyo) — Versailles (versay), Marseilles (marsey) ; ng= 
ni (as in the Italian Legnano) : Cognac, Auvergne 
(6verny), Bretagne, Gascogne, Boulogne. 

The baptismal name of Jean (John) sounds in the 
French language zha ; an, en= "a; the French have fur- 
ther the nasal sounds of a: en and en (Peter of Amiens 
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— amya — ),o: on (postilion — postyo), and 0: un (the 
treaty of Verdun — verd6). 

a (an, en) : La Manche (mash), Durance, Plateau de 
Langres ; Anjou, Languedoc, Cambray, Le Mans, 
Nancy, Orleans, Perpignan ; — Provence, Canal du 
Centre, Lorient, Rouen, Sedan. 

(on, om) : Golfe du Lion (lis), Mont (mo) Blanc, 
Mont Cenis, Montmartre, Mont Perdu ; Roussillon, 
Avignon, Besancon, Chalons sur Marne, Clermont, 
Lyons, Soissons, Toulon ; — Franche Comte. 

a (ain, in) : Saint (sa) Cloud, St. Denis, St. (sat) 
Etienne, St. Quentin (kata) ; — Limousin, Azincourt, — 
iens=Ia : Amiens ; — Reims (ras). 

(un) : Verdun. 

French : golfe (go\f)=gulf, pas (pa)=slrait, lie (il) 
■^island, mont (mo) ^mountain, pic=peak, roche (rosh) 
=rock, plateau=plateau, comte" (k5te)= county, canal= 
canal, hdvre (hav' r) = harbor, fort (for) = (strong 
place) fort ; chdtelet (shatele)=# small castle ; place 
(plass) =place ; Denis (denl) =Dionysius or Dennis; 
Etienne=Stephen ; — lion (llo) = lion ; — midi= (midday) 
south; manche (m%s)\)=sleeve ; — centre (ssat'r) = mid- 
dle; concorde (kSkord) =harmony; grace=grace or favor ; 
— blanc (h\%)=white ; neuf (nu£)=new ; bel=beautiful ; 
perdu (perdu) = /<«// franche (f rash) =free ; saint (sa) 
=saint, holy ; le (masc), la (fem.) = M^/ de=of, du 
(masc), de la (iem.)=^of the. 

Golfe du Lion=gulf of the lion ; La Manche= 
the sleeve (the English Channel), so called from its 
shape ; — Pas de Calais =the strait of Calais ; — 
Mont Blanc=the white mountain ; — Mont Perdu 
= the lost mountain (in Spain) ; Pic du Midi=peak 
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OF THE SOUTH ; — PLATEAU DE LaNGRES = PLATEAU OF 

Langres ; — Canal du Midi=canal of the south ; 
Canal du Centre=canal in the middle (of France) ; 
— Isle de France=island of France (this region is 
island-like, surrounded as it is by the rivers Seine, 
Marne and Oise) ; — Franche Comte = the free 
county ; — Place de la Concorde=place of harmony 
(in Paris). 

Le Havre=the harbor, or Havre de Grace= 
harbor of grace; — Neuchatel=" Newcastle" (in 
Switzerland) ; — Rochefort=fort on the rock; — Bel- 
fort=the beautiful fort ; — St. Denis=Saint Den- 
nis ; — St. Etienne=Saint Stephen. 

Champagnes the plain ; — Les Landes=the heaths 
(sandy plains along the Bay of Biscay). 

Greek : 7tbhs=city, and Gratianopolis, now Grenoble, 
means the city of Gratian (so named A. D. 379) ; — 
vixr]= victory, hence Niccea, now in Italian Nizza, in 
French N ice = city of victory. 

Latin : mons = mountain ; — provincia ^province ; — 
aquce= waters ; — clarus= clear ; — trans= beyond. 

Gallia transalpina = Gallia beyond the Alps (so 
modern France was named by the Romans) ; — Provincia, 
now Provence= province (of the "Roman Empire"); 
— Clarus Mons, now Clermont=the clear mountain ; 
— Aquce Sexticz, now Aix (founded by Sextius Cal- 
vinus 22 B. C.) = waters of Sextius (battle 102 B. C). 

Aureliana, now Orleans=city of the Aurelians 
(an illustrious Roman family). 

Celtic : mori=sea ; — cebin=mountain-ridge ; — late= 
marsh ; — ardu = high ; — ar, are=on. 

C evennes= ridge of mountains; — Ardennes=the 



Definitions of Geographical Names. 217 

high wood. — Armorica=country on the sea (so mod- 
ern Bretagne was called in the time of Caesar) ; Armor 

ICANS = INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTRY ON THE SEA J ARE 

late, now Arles= (situated) on the marshy ground. 

Lorraine is a corruption of the Latin Lotharingia= 
kingdom of Lotharius II., who reigned from 855 to 869 
A. D. — Bretagne=land of Britons, a Celtic tribe. — 
Gascogne, formerly J^asconia =i,and of the Biscayans. 
— Normandy is that part of France, which was occupied 
by the Normans or Northmen. — Paris, in Latin Lutetia 
Parisiorum=marshy city of the Parish, is named from 
its inhabitants mentioned by Caesar. — Rheims was in 
the ancient times the capital of the Remi, a people of 
Gaul. 



